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Taher Elgamal
*1955

• 1977: BSc from Cairo university	

• 1984: PhD from Stanford	

• 1996: “Father of SSL” as Chief 

Scientist of Netscape	

• CTO of various companies	

!

• fun fact:  “I read number theory 
books for fun!”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transport_Layer_Security
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taher_Elgamal
http://blogs.salesforce.com/company/2013/03/taher-elgamal-salesforce-cto-of-security.html


Recent Software Bugs

• Feb 2014: #gotofail in Apple software	

!

• April 2014: Heartbleed in OpenSSL 
library, see XKCD	

!

• 24 Sep 2014: Shellshock in Unix Bash 
shell	


!

Bottom line: implementing security-related 
software is difficult

http://avandeursen.com/2014/02/22/gotofail-security/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heartbleed
http://xkcd.com/1354/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shellshock_%28software_bug%29

