Fraunhofer IAIS
Fraunhofer is the largest application oriented research and innovation organization in Europe. It comprises 14000 researchers and engineers in 57 institutes with an overall annual budget of 1.4 Bill €. The Fraunhofer Institute for Intelligent Analysis and Information Systems (IAIS) is the leading Fraunhofer institute in the area of intelligent information systems with special emphasis on business processes, web based multi-media applications, and knowledge mining.
IAIS possesses a broad spectrum of scientific skills and competences needed for the ConnectMe project like web-based multimedia search engines, automated analysis of sound and video recording,  speech processing, document analysis and image/video analysis. These skills have been acquired in many years of research and industry activities including EU research projects under the 6th and 7th Framework. In the large scale German Theseus program Fraunhofer IAIS develops semantic search technology and applications in the Core Technology Cluster and for the use case CONTENTUS focusing on intelligent multi media technology applications.

In addition, IAIS is the coordinator of the LIVE EU project and of the FP6 Integrated Project IRRIIS. Furthermore, IAIS is partner in the EU FP6 and FP7 projects Boemie, Vitalas, CitizenMedia, MoveOn, DIESIS and CHORUS. 
Dr. Rüdiger Klein has a long record of research in areas like knowledge based systems, Semantic Web, and ontologies. After his Diploma and doctoral thesis at Humboldt University in Berlin he worked at the Academy of Sciences in Berlin in the Knowledge Based Systems Lab. Rüdiger Klein joined Daimler Research in Berlin 1991 as a senior researcher and project leader with a focus on intelligent system applications in industrial environments. He was responsible for knowledge management systems with Mercedes and Airbus. He was a member of the EU Project MOKA and of the industrial advisory boards of EU Projects IBROW and OntoWeb. Two years ago Rüdiger Klein left Daimler Research and joined Fraunhofer IAIS. He is the project coordinator of the EU Integrated Project IRRIIS. His research interests focus on Semantic Web technologies and ontologies for a broad area of application areas.
Dr. Joachim Köhler received his diploma and Dr.-Ing. degree in Communication Engineering from the RWTH Aachen and Munich University of Technology in 1992 and 2000, respectively. In 1993 he joint the Realization Group of ICSI in Berkeley where he investigated robust speech processing algorithms. From 1994 until 1999 he worked in the speech group of the research and development centre of the SIEMENS AG in Munich. The topic of his PhD thesis is multilingual speech recognition and acoustic phone modelling. Since June 1999 he is with Fraunhofer IAIS in Sankt Augustin and head of the department NetMedia. The research focus of NetMedia lies in the area of multimedia indexing and search methods and applications. His current research interests include pattern recognition and speech recognition, spoken document and multimedia retrieval and multimedia information systems. He is currently involved in the European research CHORUS project which creates a roadmap for audio-visual search technologies and is technical co-ordinator of the European IP-project LIVE.

Dr. Jobst Löffler has been working as research scientist at the Fraunhofer IAIS since 1997 in the areas of distributed media information systems, automatic media analysis and software architectures for cooperative environments and digital libraries. He was responsible for the EU project SHARE as technical coordinator and project leader of the iFinder project which aims at developing a media analysis and retrieval system as a product for the media industry. 
In 2002 he received his PhD in computer science from the Technical University of Braunschweig, Germany with a dissertation about adaptive visualization of 3D documents for cooperation within open information spaces. 
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