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Faced with the emergence of citizen-based media, traditional news agencies are being forced to fundamentally re-think their production
and distribution workflow processes. In addition, traditional text-based products are losing market share for other media products, in
particular video. At the same time, users have access to multiple news portals, which provide online access to different sources and
services for commenting and debating on the news. These contain large amounts of unreliable and repeated information, leaving the user
exploring on their own to try to build their own version of a news event from large amounts of potentially related information.

NEED will solve interoperability problems in established news workflows and offer interfaces providing access to heterogeneous sources of
information, in multiple media types and in multiple languages, centred on a macro-view of news events. By developing knowledge models
for news events, NEED will provide event-centric navigation interfaces. These models will be populated with annotations of news items,
using semi-automatic text processing and multimedia content analysis. Scheduled and breaking news events will be detected, analyzed,
described formally and linked to existing background knowledge available on the web.
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